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November went by so fast that it is hard to believe that we are 
already halfway through December. 
 
Usually, children can be seen to have moved forward to another 
level in the New Year, which is very exciting, as they have been 
working hard during the preceding months on taking the first steps 
towards independence.  Those initial steps focus on Practical Life 
activities such as self-care, care of what is around them, and what 
is described in an old fashioned phrase as  ‘grace and courtesy’.   

NEW STUDENT -  
TARA SURA

SHAPES

NEW TEACHER -  
CLARE TELLER

RELEVANCE OF
PRACTICAL LIFE 

WHAT'S INSIDE

POPCICLES

Thank you all so much for a great potluck! We had so
many interesting dishes! It also gave the children a chance
to host you and feel like they can be responsible to get
you what you need to eat with. 

THANK YOU FOR A WONDERFUL  
THANKSGIVING POTLUCK! 



MAKING AND SELLING
POPCICLES
The children pretended to make and sell popsicles 
using plastic cylinders that stack.  They used 
counters as money and demanded invisible 
payment from their ‘customers’.  This activity has 
been taken out to the playground where the little 
house in the vegetable garden was converted into a 
drive-through with all manner of items being ‘sold’ 
through the windows. 

School is CLOSED for Winter Break  
Monday, Dec. 24th - Tuesday Jan. 1st 

  
School resumes on Wednesday Jan. 2nd!

WINTER BREAK
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The circle was very popular 
and recognized both in the 
classroom and outdoors in 
the playground, even 
drawn in the woodchips 
with sticks. We had created 
the cardboard circle for the 
Season Circle, making a 
compass out of a stick, a 
piece of string and a pencil 

WORKING WITH SHAPES

Our new teacher, 
Clare, joined us in 
November and she 
was welcomed by 
the children with 
statements such as 
“You’re new!  I’ll show 
you how to do that.”  

WELCOMING 
CLARE TELLER

(This was about where to find utensils for preparing
Snack).  Offering to do something for someone else
is part of the courtesy that we show the children 
and it is not long before they follow suit if we give 
them the words to say and model it for them. 

We also welcomed Tara Sura in 
November. She settled in very well 
her first week and provides a great 
opportunity for the other children 
who have no siblings or those with 
no younger siblings to learn how 
to be around a younger person. 

WELCOMING TARA SURA 

RELEVANCE OF 
PRACTICAL LIFE 

Many of the photos I have sent home have focused on the 
children doing these practical life activities and they are not 
easy. They take concentration, practice,  patience and 
perseverance. What is unique about the Montessori method is 
that it develops these qualities in a child while he plays. 
Children are drawn to these activities because they intrigue 
them and they have an element of challenge as well, so the 
children want to repeat them until they feel they have 
accomplished what they needed to learn. 


