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WELCOME TO OUR FIRST NEWSLETTER! 
We will be sending a newsletter once a month so that you can see what is happening 
in the classroom. While I send daily emails of your children’s activities at school, our 
newsletter will give you a better idea of some of the projects and activities that the 
children are involved with. 

First, I would like to introduce you to those that work at Little People Montessori and 
those you may encounter in the CPC building. 

INTRODUCTIONS:

If you'd like to read a bit more about me and my 
background, you can find my bio on our website 
at lpmarizona.com 
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INTRODUCTIONS 

WHAT'S INSIDE

Darlene comes to us from a Montessori preschool in Tempe,
where she ran her own toddler classroom for 5 years.  She
received training from me when she first started working and has
continued to do so since then.  

D A R L E N E   D I ’ I E S O

She will soon be running the Entry Level classroom that we are using now and will 
be in charge of teaching Spanish to the children in the New Year. Originally from 
Honduras, Darlene has lived in the US since she was 12 years old, but has retained 
the language as a native speaker.  



INTRODUCTIONS CONT. 

We now have a seat in the little vegetable garden. You are more 
than welcome to visit the garden after you drop off your child, or 
if you arrive early and would like somewhere to wait. The garden 
is lovely, so have a seat or look around anytime!  

The only person you are likely to encounter in the
garden is my husband, Tevita Maka. He would be
very pleased to find someone there enjoying our
little vegetable garden!  
If you see him, he would be quite happy to show
you around and explain how he created this little
organic garden for the children.  

TAKE A SEAT IN THE GARDEN
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Claire will be joining us at the beginning of November. 
 She also comes to us from a Montessori preschool 
and has had similar but not quite as extensive training 
as Darlene. Claire has run her own toddler classroom 
for the last year.  She will be working in the Entry Level 
classroom as assistant to Darlene while continuing her 
training.  

C L A I R E  T E L L E R

Cindy is our Office Manager and will be handling all
admin needs for the school. She is setting up online
invoicing and payments for tuition, and organizing the
office to function electronically.  She will be in and out,
but you can always reach her at
admin@lpmarizona.com. 

C I N D Y  M A K A Mike is the pastor for the 
Presbyterian Church is in his 
office Mon - Wed. He loves 
children and you may hear him 
singing with the children from his
office down the hall.  

Rebecca Templeton is the
Manager of the church office. She
is at CPC every day, Monday
through Friday, from 9-1pm. Her
office is opposite the main door to
the church. The office number is
480-963-3821. 

C H U R C H  S T A F F  



August was all about learning what the expectations and boundaries are in a Montessori school. 
It has taken the children a little while to settle in and come to see that there are activities that exactly 
match their age and development, a schedule that is simple and takes account of the changing 
weather, and support and explanations for all their questions. 

NOTES FROM THE CLASSROOM

During July and August, the
children have been learning how
to tackle as many of the
practical activities associated
with daily life that can be
simplified and made safe for
very young children to do for
themselves.   

Added to that, they have been getting used to a 
daily routine of activities that are sequenced to 
match the main activities of a day at home.  We all 
learn more effectively if we feel safe and are with 
those who love and care for us and that place is 
our home. Thus, our classroom mirrors the home 
environment from the rooms themselves to the 
independence that children are allowed at home 
to choose what they want to do. 

USING THE MONTESSORI METHOD

Nevertheless, home, like everywhere 
else, has boundaries that keep 
everyone safe and these are often 
difficult for young children to have 
to deal with at first.  Yet, once they 
become part of the way things are 
done, the outcome is that children 
are safer, are seen as being more 
trustworthy, and are allowed more 
independence. 
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When a child first comes into a Montessori classroom, there are two things which help to show the 
child what to expect. The first is that he is shown what happens in the classroom, what the parameters 
and the expectations are, and he is observed to see whether any of them are already in place. If not, 
the teacher shadows the child until they have become habits, and he is then safe to move freely 
around the classroom all by himself. 

We limit choices to those things that do not affect what needs to be done.  We 
avoid giving a very young child the choice to opt out of doing any of the things 

that affect his health.  While our health depends on a few simple rules: sleep early, 
get exercise twice a day and eat healthily, a young child is particularly vulnerable 

to any illness going around. It is also important because, at this age, a child is 
laying the foundation of healthy habits that she is going to build her life on. 

HELPING CHILDREN BECOME INDEPENDENT

Children are happier if they live with a basic schedule that is the same every day.  Change is difficult 
for them as they are trying to figure out what is normal.   They will push boundaries in order to see 
where the boundaries are and they like boundaries to stay the same as those boundaries help them 
to feel safe.   An added benefit of a schedule like this is that it is non-negotiable so the child does not 
engage in random arguments.about what has to happen. 



Looking ahead to the next few months, here are some of the events we will be organizing.  We would 
love you to be involved and support your child in any or all of them. 

NOTES FROM THE CLASSROOM...

We offer a winter and a summer concert, which are
made up of all the songs, finger rhymes and skits that
the children have learned over the past six months. To
this end, we invite each family to share with us music
from the country that they come from so that the
children are able to experience singing songs from
their own cultural background. 

WINTER CONCERT
Looking ahead to
the first of the year,
we invite families to
attend our Winter
Concert in January.  

Week of 10/22/18  -  Invoicing for November  
Cindy will be emailing you by Monday 10/22 with 
an explanation of how invoicing and payment 
online will work. November invoices will be 
emailed the same week. You can reach her at 
admin@lpmarizona with questions. 
 
Wed 10/31/18  -  Halloween   
Costumes may be worn at school, but please 
limit the choice to national costume or animals. 
 

UPDATES + NOTICES
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BIRTHDAYS:   Very young children do not understand time as they live in the present.  One of the first
activities we do with them is to introduce the idea that how we feel outdoors tells us which season we are
in, i.e. If it’s hot it must be summer, etc.  We create a season circle that divides the year into the
seasons experienced here in Arizona. 

Then we bring in different events that occur during the year that they are
beginning to recognize such as birthdays.  As a child approaches his birthday,
we encourage the family to find pictures of their child around the time of his
different birthdays and give a little information about where they were at the
time geographically and something that they did with their child during that
year.  This information is put into a little photograph album that is used on the
child’s birthday to describe events that the child has experienced.   

BIRTHDAYS AND HOLIDAYS

HALLOWEEN:   One of the first social events that a child experiences in the Autumn is Halloween.  As we
always find a way to involve the children in the underlying reason for these events, we ask parents to
share with their children about their background.  Where was the family originally from, which
continent even which country.  We use this to allow the child to experience his past in the present with
costumes, music, books, etc from that region.  Focusing on the origins of Halloween allows the very
young child to enjoy it as a family event rather than a time to frighten them. 

THANKSGIVING:   The next event is Thanksgiving and again, we invite
the families to think about where their family’s origins are and join us
for a Thanksgiving potluck, sharing a dish from that place. Again, the
children can wear their national costumes if they wish. 


